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Leonardo A. Villalén is Dean of the International Center and Professor of Political Science and African Studies at the Uni-
versity of Florida. From 2002-2011 he served as director of UF’s Title VI Center for African Studies. His research focuses on
religion and democracy in Senegal, Mali and Niger, as well as on social change and political dynamics in Francophone West
Africa. He has published numerous works on religion and politics and on democratization in the Muslim countries of the Sahel.
He has published widely on these topics, and his research has been funded by various sources. He was named a Carnegic
Scholar by the Carnegie Corporation (2007-09), for a project on: “Negotiating Democracy in Muslim Contexts: Political Liber-
alization and Religious Mobilization in the West African Sahel” He also directed a two year collaborative rescarch project on
religion and educational reform in the Sahel for the Africa Power and Politics (APPP) research consortium funded by the UK
government. He is also co-editor of the Journal of Modern African Studies.

LA CONFERENCE SERA EN

FRANCAIS ET AURA LIEU A CEMAT LE JEUDI, 15 MAI
2014 A 10H00. UNE RECEPTION SUIVRA LA

DISCUSSION.



